Immunomodulatory effect of gold sodium thiomalate on murine acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Induction of IL-2 production and increased expression of CD25 were observed in C57BL/10 mice after weekly treatment with gold sodium thiomalate (GST). LP-BM5 murine leukemia virus (MuLV) infected mice treated with GST survived longer, had less cervical lymph node swelling, lower spleen weight, and fewer abnormalities in the expression of the cell surface markers, CD4, CD8a and CD45R/B220 on spleen cells than those that were not treated with GST. Thus, GST treatment may be beneficial through a decrease in disease progression via IL-2 induction in MuLV infected mice. This may have application in human immunodeficiency virus-infected individuals.